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CHEMICAL SAFETY ISSUES AND POISON PREVENTION

Safety Training Goal: Understand chemical safety issues and how to
protect against chemical hazards at work and at home.

1. Introduction.

a. There are many hazards in the workplace, but some of the
most serious are the hazards associated with chemicals.  We often
think of "hazardous chemicals" as a bubbling brew of poisonous
liquid. Of course, some chemicals are highly toxic but thousands of
everyday substances contain chemicals that may be hazardous to a
greater or lesser degree, depending on how they are used. These
include common household items such as liquids used for cleaning.
Even in the workplace, many chemicals are not especially
dangerous-unless they are used improperly or contact the human body
for prolonged periods.

b. Each year, thousands of children are accidentally
poisoned.  Chemical safety means preventing accidents and injuries
that could be the result of contact with chemicals.

2. Discussion.

a. In the workplace, there are safety guidelines that
govern the use of hazardous chemicals (see MDW Regulation 385-1,
Hazard Communication Standard Program).

b. The number of accidental poisonings in the home is high.
The majority of calls to poison control centers are the result of
accidents with household cleaning products.  There are ten rules
that help prevent accidental poisoning at home:

(1) Keep all household chemical products and medicines
out of reach and out of sight of children.  Locked up when not in
use.  Medicines and household chemicals on kitchen counters or
bathroom surfaces are accessible to children. Store all medicines
separately from household products, and store all household
chemical products away from food.

(2) When these products are in use, never let them out
of your sight - even if you must take them along when answering the
telephone or doorbell.

(3) Keep items in their original containers.

(4) Leave the original labels on all products, and read
the label before using.

(5) Always leave the light on when giving or taking
medicines.

(6) Become familiar with which plants are poisonous.
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(7) Avoid taking medicines in front of children since
youngsters tend to imitate grown-ups.

(8) Refer to medicine as "medicine" - not "candy."

(9) Clean out the medicine cabinet periodically, and
dispose of medicines when no longer needed.  If you have questions
about disposal of medications, ask your pharmacist for help.

(10) Use safety packaging properly-by closing the
container securely after use.

c. Last, but very important, add the number of the Poison
Prevention Center to the list of emergency numbers to keep by the
telephone.

3. Conclusion.

Both on and off the job, a variety of chemicals are a part of our
daily lives.  The incorrect handling or misuse of these chemicals
can cause injury, illness or property damage.  Knowledge of the
properties of the chemicals you handle and how to protect yourself
from their hazards is a valuable tool when using any chemicals.
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